
Rules 
Brief must be in size 12 font, and spaced on 1.5 paragraphed lines. The Brief must not 
exceed 15 A-4 sized pages in length. All final work must be justified, signed by the 
Participant, and must adhere to the following order: 

• Introduction- State succinctly what your case or most forceful point is. Here, 
attempt to present a picture of the real focus you intend the court to keep, 
including amplifying the absurd implications of the opposing side’s position; 
It should say something striking about the case. It should be no longer than 
2 paragraphs.  

• Statement of Facts- You may state the procedural history, who filed an 
application or other process, and what has been filed in response. Here, you 
also state the relevant facts you want the panel to remember in its 
determination. You should also state your opponents case, albeit in an 
analytical and controlled manner. In short sentences, bring the reader up to 
speed. Include in your statement of facts every fact that you will later mention 
in your argument. Do not include facts that are unnecessary for your argument.  

• Issues for Determination- “The best argument on a question of law is to state 
the question clearly.” Rufus Choate; “In law the right answer usually depends 
on putting the right question”. Estate of Rogers v. Comm’r, 320 U.S 410, 413 
[1943] (Frankfurter, J.]. Please consider breaking your issues into intelligent 
parts, and sentences. The norm today is to have a long, unintelligible, often 
confusing question starting with “whether”. In developing your issues, 
consider a premise-premise-question structure. Remember the norm is not 
always correct.  

• Argument- When writing your argument, remember that we are practitioners, 
not academics. Your professors discussed cases to be interesting. We prefer 
statutes or rules to cases. If there is a statute or rule on point, discuss it before 
you begin discussing the case law. Avoid quibbles and trite meaningless 
language. Keep your argument simple and enhance clarity.  

• Conclusion- For these reasons, this court should (grant our motion OR deny 
the other guy's motion) 

• List of Authorities: Remember correct citation forms. 

General 
To be successful as a lawyer, you must know how to write. Here are the rules. Follow 
them.  The judges will make three assumptions about your Brief.  First, it will contain 
no typographical errors. Second, it will contain no grammatical errors.  Third, all 
citation forms will be correct. Please review your written work before you submit 
your Brief to be sure that these assumptions hold true.  
We have Seven (7) Cardinal rules of styles. Here are the rules of styles. Follow them: 

• First, write in short sentences. If a sentence runs on for more than three and 
one-half typed lines, break the sentence in half. Make it two sentences;  

• Second, put two or three paragraphs on a typed page. If a single fills the whole 
page, break the paragraph in half. Make it two paragraphs;  

• Third, use only the active voice. In your Brief, please write "Tade threw the 
ball." Not "The ball was thrown by Tade"  

• Fourth, avoid quibbles, verbosity and lack of context. Say what you want to 
say. Avoid the use of terms like “we respectfully submit”, just make your 



point.  Also remember that it is your client’s case and not your case or that of 
opposing counsel. Your language must always reflect the parties and not 
mention counsel in the matter. This is important. Few people do it, even in 
practice. We advise you do it;  

• Fifth, use many headings and sub-headings to break up your memorandum or 
brief. Little pieces are easier to read;  

• Sixth, as much as possible, do not start a sentence with the word "however." 
Rewrite the sentence to put the word "however" in the middle of the sentence. 
(Again, there are exceptions to this rule. Do not worry about them. If you 
follow this rule, you will be right 95 percent of the time. If the panel thinks 
that an exception applies, it will be noted).  

• Seventh, and finally, it is your obligation and in your interest to follow these 
rules. It is not the Panel’s obligation to find your mistakes. You must develop 
the self-discipline to read your final work with an eye toward finding and 
correcting each of the errors listed above.  

Other tips 
When you are writing a legal memorandum or Brief:  

o The trial court held something (The trial court did not "discuss" 
something or "analyze" something or "believe" something ; it HELD 
something. Ordinarily, a trial court grants or denies a motion, or enters 
a judgment. Use the proper verb to describe the holding.)  

o The appellate court held something. (Ordinarily, an appellate court will 
affirm, reverse, vacate, or remand.)  

 


